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The heavy and undesirable growth of 
"English" ivy (Hederá sp.) is obvious 
on this large black walnut tree, which 

Garden 
Continued From Page 35 
the leaves look quite different — they are 
not lobed. This mature "English" ivy usu-
ally occurs up in a tree in the sun, where 
it produces small yellow-green flowers and 
blackish-green fruits. Mature "English" ivy 
has rootless stems that'don't climb, but 
rather are self-supporting and form bushy 
clumps on the tree. 

"English" ivy is in the ginseng fam-
ily (Araliaceae), and is native to Europe, 
where, apparently, it is not invasive. This 
is often the case with plants in their native 
habitats which are kept in ecological bal-
ance by their natural predators and diseas-
es. There are approximately 11 to 14 other 
species of Hederá, native to Eurasia and 
northern Africa. 

Other invasive non-native vines in 

Delaware State University/Susan Yost 
has just shéd its leaves for the au-
tumn. All of the leaves on the tree are 
"English" ivy. 

Delaware, in addition to "English" ivy, are 
Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japóni-
ca), Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis), 
yam-leaved clematis (Clematis terni flora), 
porcelainberry (Ampélopsis brevipedun-
culata), and oriental bittersweet (Celastrus 
orbiculatus). 

Two useful online references with in-
formation about invasive plants are the 
Delaware Invasive Species Council (DISC) 
http://www.delawareinvasives.net/, and 
the Flora of Delaware Online http://www. 
wra.udel.edu/de-flora. Avoid planting any 
invasive nonnative plants! 

On the campus of Delaware State Uni-
versity, the Claude E. Phillips Herbarium is 
Delaware's center for research, education, 
and outreach about plant identifications, 
locations, and uses. Call 857-6452 (Dr. Su-
san Yost, Herbarium Educator) to arrange 
a tour of the herbarium, or for more infor-
mation about this article. 

http://www.delawareinvasives.net/
http://www
http://wra.udel.edu/de-flora

